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Please Share!  

Please to distribute the Sask Synod News to the members of your 

congregation, use the relevant information in your own congregation’s 

newsletter  and  post this newsletter in your church.  

If you have a story that you would like to share or any other information  

please send to info@sasksynod.ca by the 10th of the month.  

 Ruby 

Let me tell you the story of Ruby.  

The story comes from the work of the distinguished child psychiatrist and author Robert Coles (The Moral Life of Children. Boston: 
Atlantic Monthly Press, 1986).  

Coles worked for a time in Biloxi, Mississippi in the 1950s. This was at the time of integration, when the government was setting out to 
integrate black children into “white” schools—a move that was met, in many areas of the country, with much fear and its partner, anger. 
Coles went to Biloxi to provide support for black children who lived in the middle of this social crisis. The first black child to help 
desegregate her public school in Biloxi was Ruby. Coles met her during his time in Biloxi. 

Coles would observe Ruby arriving at school each day to the sight of a crowd of protesters—Federal Marshals clearing a pathway for her 
through the angry crowd. He observed her each day arriving at school to the hostile sound of racial slurs and personal threats.    

Dr. Coles wondered about the effect this hatred would have on Ruby, wondered how she could handle it. As a psychiatrist, he wondered if 
she was having trouble eating, sleeping and carrying on her normal routine. The first day he interviewed her he asked, "Ruby, how are you 
sleeping?" She replied, "I'm sleeping just fine." Later, he would ask: "Then I bet you aren't eating too well are you?" And Ruby would 
answer, "I'm eating just fine." And he would wonder. At the next meeting he would ask her again: “How are you sleeping?” “Just fine, 
thanks.” And again, “How are you eating these days?” “Good, thanks.” And so it went.  

Then, one day, Ruby's teacher mentioned to Coles that when she watched Ruby making her way through the mob in the morning, it  
seemed to her that Ruby was, “talking to herself.” What could this mean? In Coles’ next meeting with Ruby, he asked her about what she 
was saying to herself as she walked through that angry crowd each morning. “I say,” she answered quietly, “Father, forgive them, they 
don't know what they are doing.” 

As people of faith, we know, of course, that Ruby’s words came from the Gospel. From the cross, Jesus looked down at those gathered 
round—neighbors who knew him but were against him, strangers who misunderstood his purpose, friends who could have stood up for 
him but did not—and quietly said: “Father, forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.” Ruby must have known the story. 
Someone, somewhere must have taken the time to teach it to her. And it had turned into a story that would give her the strength to eat 
and sleep and live through such an unimaginable crisis in such a young life.  

I wonder how the story of Ruby strikes you on this day. Is about the importance of hearing the Word and deeply treasuring the stories of 
Jesus in our lives? Is it about taking time in busy schedules to teach these life-giving stories to coming generations? 

I wonder. This month, I leave you the story of Ruby.   

Peace, Bishop Sid  

Diaconal Sunday - February 26, 2017 
 

Sunday, February 26 is Diaconal Sunday, the day the ELCIC celebrates the witness expressed through 
service (diakonia). Through our baptism all Christians are called to share God's word and to serve our 
neighbours in Christ's name. It is also a day to recognize and give thanks to God for the men and 
women who serve in official calls as deacons in our church. Resources for Diaconal Sunday, including 
hymn suggestions, prayers, children's message and sermon, will be available shortly at: http://elcic.ca/
Leadership/For-Ministers/DiaconalSunday.cfm 

http://login.greatbignews.com/agents/linkTrack.cfm?link=000207015A
http://login.greatbignews.com/agents/linkTrack.cfm?link=000207015A
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Central Lutheran’s Radio 
Service  

from Moose Jaw was first broadcast in 
1956. The Broadcast has the distinction 
of being the longest running radio 
broadcast organized by a single 
congregation. The faithful support of 
Members, Listeners, and Pastors now 
sees this ministry in its 58th year. 

The Central Broadcast is heard each 
Sunday morning at 7:45am. on CHAB 
Radio Station 800 and our Website: 
www.centrallutheranmj.com 

Central Lutheran Radio Service 
27 Hochelaga Street West 

Moose Jaw, SK S6H 2E9 
centralmj@sasktel.net 
Phone: 306-694-5575 

RESERVE 107: DVDs for sale at 

Sask Synod office for $10 All  proceeds 

go towards the MCC Sask  Young 

Chippewan fund. For more details 

please contact the Sask Synod Office. 

Shipping is available.  

Update on fire at St. Paul’s,  Gravelbourg  

 On Wednesday, December 28, 2016 the church of St. Paul Lutheran at Gravelbourg, SK was subject to a devastating fire 

that has left the building beyond repair.  

It was discovered that the fire began in the church basement and was caused by faulty wiring of a light fixture. At this time 

the members of congregation are awaiting direction from their insurance company on how to proceed. Currently their plan 

is to rebuild.  

The members of the congregation have since begun worship at the hospital chapel. While this is not ’home’ worshiping in 

the chapel has brought its own blessings as patients have been able to attend worship services and share in God’s word. 

Bishop Sid Haugen will be leading the service on Sunday February 26, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.  

If any other congregations would like to help, the members at Gravelbourg are seeking copies of the hymnals With One 

Voice and Worship and Praise Songbook. If you have copies that you would like to donate please contact Rita Csada at 

lcsada@sasktel.net.  

We ask that you please keep the members at Gravelbourg in your prayers.  

National Convention July 6-8, 2017, Winnipeg, MB 

Saskatchewan Synod is still seeking two lay representatives and one Rostered 

representative to attend the National Convention this summer in Winnipeg. If you are 

interested in attending on behalf of the synod and your congregation please apply at 

http://sasksynod.ca/wp-content/uploads/National-Convention-Delegate-Process-

Form.pdf. 

Levy notices have  been sent to all congregational treasurers. Please budget for $2.10/ 

confirmed membership reported in your 2015 parochial report.  

Installation Service for Pastor John Dut 

Rev. John Dut will be installed to the congregations of ST. John’s Edenwold & 
Christ Earl Grey on January 22, 5:00pm at Christ, Earl Grey. 

All are invited to attend.  Clergy are invited to vest.  

http://www.centrallutheran.com
mailto:centralmj@sasktel.net
http://sasksynod.ca/wp-content/uploads/National-Convention-Delegate-Process-Form.pdf
http://sasksynod.ca/wp-content/uploads/National-Convention-Delegate-Process-Form.pdf
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LAY ACADEMY INAUGURAL SESSION 

Thanks again to all who helped with the “Lay Academy” 
pilot project, held across the prairie provinces via webcam 
on Nov 19th. The Lay Academy is a project with the 
seminary in collaboration with the four western Synods of 
the ELCIC. Messiah Lutheran, PA, and Good Shepherd, 
pictured at left, hosted the initial pilot webinar/video 
conference. The theme addressed by presenter Pastor Tim 
Ladrew was ‘Sports and faith’. A follow up link to the 
material presented is:http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/
sportsnews/article-3584198/Sacrifices-religious-athletes-
refuse-compromise-faith.html 

There is a tremendous potential in this format as a way to reach the growing number of lay people interested in expanding 
their faith and understanding how best to assist the growth and faith development in their congregations. 

Thank you to those who assisted as facilitators. Conversations continued well after the seminar was concluded. Providing the 
opportunity for local discussion has proven to be one of the most successful portions of the webinar. 

LAY ACADEMY SESSIONS: Jan. 21, Jan. 28, Feb. 4, Feb. 11 
If you’re interested in growing your faith, learning more about the Bible, and expanding your knowledge in leadership and 
service, consider participating in a Lay Academy session.  We’re inviting some of the most talented, engaging speakers and teachers to 
provide education and training to you in a way never experienced within the church tradition. 

The Lay Academy is a new program of the Lutheran Theological Seminary and four Western Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC), that seeks to provide continuing education opportunities for lay people in the church and for those being prepared f or 
the ELCIC’s National Authorized Lay Ministry program. The establishment of the Lay Academy is in response to the leadership needs of 
congregations and the interest expressed by lay people for a comprehensive program of study.   

The 'LA' sessions are provided through a unique online format that allows multiple sites from across the four Western provinces and 
Territories to listen and interact with the presenter at the same time, while also enjoying discussion led by a facilitator within a 
local church setting.  It makes for a collaborative teaching and learning experience. 

From January 21 through to February 11, 2017 there will be 4 consecutive Saturday sessions in which you can partake in a 
series teaching on Galatians: What is the Good News that Sets Us Free?  

Paul was concerned that the Galatians were forsaking the gospel that he had preached and were listening instead to the message of 
certain Jewish Christian evangelists, who adhered to the letter of the law. Then as now, the issue was the meaning of the Gospel 
itself.  What sounds like Gospel but in fact can lead to slavery and death instead of freedom and life.  Why is there so much at stake for 
us? 

You are invited to explore these questions and others with Rev. Dr. Marlin Aadland, the first Bishop of the British Columbia Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, serving in that ministry from 1986 to 1998.  

Rev. Aadland studied in both Canada and the United States, and has a passion for life-long learning.  He was a Pastor in Alberta, Boston, 
Mass., and various parishes in B.C., currently being a member of Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Surrey.  Rev. Aadland is an advocate of 
adult education and believes it paramount to any who wish to grow in their spiritual life.   

The sessions are slated to run from 9:30 am to 11 am BC/Yukon Time, 10:30 am to 12 pm AB/NWT Time, and 11:30 am to 1 pm SK/MB 
Time.   

Registration fees are $15 per session or $50 for the series of 4.  Registration is now open. 

Sites of attendance will be announced soon. 

Mark your calendars and join us in this new venture as we continue the journey in our faith  - a fantastic adventure in trusting Him. 

For more information contact: 

Lorene Jewitt 
Lay Academy Coordinator 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 

Lay Academy Inaugural Session , Saskatoon, Nov. 19, 2016 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/sportsnews/article-3584198/Sacrifices-religious-athletes-refuse-compromise-faith.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/sportsnews/article-3584198/Sacrifices-religious-athletes-refuse-compromise-faith.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/sportsnews/article-3584198/Sacrifices-religious-athletes-refuse-compromise-faith.html


Have a 

story you 

would like 

to share?                             

Please email Anno Bell at : 

clsaskeditor@gmail.com  

Next issue: Jan/Feb 2017 
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Find us on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/

sasksynod/ 

Sask Synod office: 114 Seminary Cres, Saskatoon, SK, S7H 2V2  Phone: 306-244-2474 Email: info@sasksynod.ca 

N O T E :  R E S O U R C E S  O N W W W . S A S K S Y N O D . C A  

To contribute to Sask Synod News please email Lindsay at 

info@sasksynod.ca 

Annual De Margerie Lecture at 7:30 pm Thursday, Jan. 26 at 

St. Thomas More College, 1437 College Drive. All are welcome. 
 
Friday workshop at 9:30 am on Jan. 27: "Re-membering a story". We will explore the 
document From Conflict to Communion as well other key ecumenical statements connecting to 
the Joint Commemoration of the Reformation in Lund, Sweden on October 31, 2016. The 
workshop will be held in the Catholic Centre, 2nd floor of the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 
Nelson Road. All are welcome. 
 
Saturday workshop at 9:30 am on Jan. 28: "Spiritual Ecumenism". A brief overview of From 
Conflict to Communion will be followed by a look at the Common Prayer and what spiritual 
ecumenism means for us as individuals and as parishes today. The workshop will be held in the 
Catholic Centre, 2nd floor of the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road. All are 
welcome. 

Dirk G. Lange (PhD Emory University) is Associate Dean of Graduate Theological Education, 

Fredrik A. Schiotz Chair of Mission and Professor of Worship at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, 

Minnesota. His ministerial experience has covered a wide spectrum of activities, but all under 

one umbrella: liturgy in the lives of people. He has written extensively on topics in ecumenism 

and liturgical theology, including Trauma Recalled: Liturgy, Disruption, And Theology (2009). Dirk 

Lange is Project Officer for the global and Joint Commemoration of the Reformation being 

prepared by the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 

Unity (Rome). He is also a member of the International Joint Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue 

Commission. He is from Winnipeg, Canada. 

 

Sponsored by: the Dubé Chair in Catholic Studies (St. Thomas More College), the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Saskatoon, and the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism. 

2017 Fall Leadership Conference  

When: Tuesday September 26 to Thursday 28 

Where: Bella Vista Inn, Humboldt, SK  

More information to follow in upcoming 

months.  Please watch for details.  

mailto:clsaskeditor@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/sasksynod/
https://www.facebook.com/sasksynod/
mailto:sksynod@elcic.ca

